
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
No matter who you are, 

or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here. 

 
19 January 2020  2nd Sunday After Epiphany 
 Celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Gathering Music  Jim Todd 

 
Welcome/Announcements  Douglas Atwater 

 
Prelude  Jim Todd 

 
Centering Moment  Rev. Izzy Harbin 
 

 “A Little History” 
 

“The first Negroes landed on the shores of this nation in 1619, 
one year ahead of the Pilgrim Fathers. They were brought here 
from Africa and, unlike the Pilgrims, they were brought against 
their will, as slaves. Throughout the era of slavery, the Negro 
was treated in inhuman fashion. He was considered a thing to 
be used, not a person to be respected. He was merely a 
depersonalized cog in a vast plantation machine. The famous 
Dred Scott decision of 1857 well illustrates his status during 
slavery. In this decision the Supreme Court of the United States 
said, in substance, that the Negro is not a citizen of the United 
States; he is merely property subject to the dictates of his 
owner. 



After his emancipation in 1863, the Negro still confronted 
oppression and inequality. It is true that for a time, while the 
army of occupation remained in the South and Reconstruction 
ruled, he had a brief period of eminence and political power. 
But he was quickly overwhelmed by the white majority. Then 
in 1896, through the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, a new kind of 
slavery came into being. In this decision the Supreme Court of 
the nation established the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ as 
the law of the land. Very soon it was discovered that the 
concrete result of this doctrine was strict enforcement of the 
‘separate,’ without the slightest intention to abide by the 
‘equal.’ So the Plessy doctrine ended up plunging the Negro 
into the abyss of exploitation where he experienced the 
bleakness of nagging injustice.” 
 

  Martin Luther King Jr., 
  Nonviolence and Racial Justice 

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle   Rev. Izzy Harbin 

 

 One: Please join me in the lighting of the Christ Candle 
 All: We light the Christ candle to remind us that Martin 

Luther King Jr. was in good company when he began 
his work for justice for African Americans…he was 
following in the footsteps of Jesus who also sought 
justice for his own. Today, we remember, when 
there is even one person who lives in oppression, 
we all live in oppression. 

 
 
 



Call to Worship (Stand)  Douglas Atwater 
 

 One: God, when Martin Luther King Jr. penned these 
words, “We know through painful experience that 
freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; 
it must be demanded by the oppressed,” I never 
would have guessed that I would be one of the 
oppressors who would not voluntarily give freedom. 

    Letter From a Birmingham Jail
 

  All: This morning God, we don’t deny the pain and 
suffering that we have caused by our own lack of 
disregard for those who have been most oppressed 
by society; whether by our hands directly or 
indirectly, but we also know, God, that we 
continually seek ways to be in right relationship 
with you and with others of all races, ethnicities, 
gender identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 

 

 One: God, examining how we participate in the structural 
institutions that continue to oppress anyone who 
lives in the margins is not always easy. Awareness, 
however, is the first step toward alleviating 
oppression. We are called to think differently, which 
then directs us to act differently. 

 All: Today, God, we choose to stand with Martin Luther 
King Jr., and the countless others who found the 
courage to speak out, act up, and march for peace.  

 

 One: Martin Luther King Jr. reminds us God that, 
“Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed 
forever. The urge for freedom will eventually come. 
This is what happened to the American Negro. 
Something within has reminded him of his birthright 



of freedom; something without has reminded him 
that he can gain it. Consciously and unconsciously 
with his black brother of Africa, and his brown and 
yellow brothers of Asia, South America and the 
Caribbean, he is moving with a sense of cosmic 
urgency toward the promised land of racial justice.” 

    Letter From a Birmingham Jail 

 
Opening Prayer (Remain Standing) Douglas Atwater 

    

 One: Please pray with me… 
 All: God, we can hear the words of the prophet Amos 

decry, “Let justice roll down like waters of 
righteousness like a mighty stream.” God, we are 
struck by how much we get in the way of progress, 
how we distract ourselves from the work you have 
called us to, and how so many have lost their lives in 
pursuit of justice. May we be consistently reminded 
that your unfolding kingdom is oriented toward 
justice for the whole of your creation. 

   

  In the name of Jesus, the Christ, we pray. 
 

  Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn (Remain Standing) No. 617 
 

   “A Place at the Table” 
   Sing Verses 1, 2, and 4 

 
 
 
 



 
Readings   Rev. Izzy Harbin 
 

 “The Current Crisis in Race Relations” 
 Martin Luther King, Jr., Excerpt 
 

“The system of slavery and segregation caused many Negroes 
to feel that perhaps they were inferior. This is the ultimate 
tragedy of segregation. It not only harms one physically, but it 
injures one spiritually. It scars the soul and distorts the 
personality. It inflicts the segregator with a false sense of 
superiority while inflicting the segregated with a false sense of 
inferiority. But through the forces of history something 
happened to the Negro. He came to feel that he was 
somebody. He came to feel that the important thing about a 
man is not the color of his skin or the texture of his hair, but 
the texture and quality of his soul. 
 

“Since the struggle will continue, the basic question which 
confronts the oppressed peoples of the world is this: How will 
the struggle against the forces of injustice be waged?” 
 

 One: May these words inspire us to live with purpose. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Izzy Harbin 
 

 “Justice in Your Kingdom” 

 
Hymn  No. 484 
 

 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 
 Sing 1x through 

 



 
Joys and Concerns  Rev. Izzy Harbin 
 

Prayers of the People/Lord’s Prayer 
 

 One: Now let us pray together:  
 All: Our Creator, the touchstone of our existence, we 

are humbled by the vastness of your creation, and 
we praise you above all the heavens. We ask for 
nothing in return for the life you have given us, only 
that we may learn to serve others as others have 
served us. We know that you walk with us as we 
navigate this world and its many difficulties. Help us 
to not be adversely affected by the world around us; 
but instead, to walk in love and hope, rather than in 
hatred and fear. You are our rock; you are the 
power from which we draw, not for some distant 
time and place, but for this moment. 

 

  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Sharing  Rev. Izzy Harbin 
 

God, throughout history, there are those who have risen far 
about the fray to become the heroes of their time, seeking 
justice for their people, and relentlessly showing us that love 
always triumphs over hatred and light always triumphs over 
darkness. May we be witnesses and perpetuators of this 
mantra for the continued unfolding of your kingdom. 
 

Let us gather our gifts and present them to God with joy and 
thanksgiving. 

 



 
Offertory  Jim Todd 

 
Offertory Response (Stand)  No. 359 

 

  “Give Thanks” 
  Sing 1x through 

 
Offertory Prayer (Remain Standing) Rev. Izzy Harbin 

 

 One:  Please pray with me: 
 All:   God, we are grateful for the life and work of the 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His legacy reminds 
us that there is still much work to be done. Bless 
these gifts for that work in your kingdom, and may 
we use these gifts to the greatest benefit of all 
those we serve, both inside and outside the walls of 
this church. 

 

  In the name of Jesus, the Christ, we pray. 
 

  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn (Remain Standing) No. 614 
 

 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 Sing All Verses 

 
Benediction  Rev. Izzy Harbin 

 
Postlude  Jim Todd 


